10 



15 



20 



25 



15962-0017 



CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 




L An apparatus comprisir 

a programmable controller operative to determine the present state of a system, 
the programmable controllelr providing a signal representative of the system state; 

a driver operative tolgenerate a control signal in response to the signal provided 



by the programmable contr 



ller; and 



a display device ope rative to provide a visual representation of the state of the 
system in response to the control signal. 



2. The apparatus of claim 
a register for storinj; 
a port for receiving 



, wherein the programmable controller further comprises: 
programming information; 
event information; 



a processor operative to generate the signal representative of the system state in 
response to the event infon lation and the progranmiing information stored in the register; 



3. The apparatus of claim 



4. The apparatus of claim 
an array of tri-state 
5 The apparatus of claim 1 



a light emitting dio( e. 



, wherein the register further comprises: 



multiple bits, each bit storing a value of zero or one 



wherein the driver further comprises: 
levices. 

wherein the display device further comprises: 



6 The apparatus of claim 



and 



generating signals 



displaying a visual 



, wherein the display device further comprises: 



a array of light emitting diodes, arranged in a matrix. 

7. A method of operating d display system, comprising the steps of: 

providing event sig lals representative of the condition of a system to a 
programmable controller; 

epresentative of system state in response to the event signals; 



representation of information representing system state in 



response to signals genera ed by the programmable controller. 
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8. The method of claim/^ further comprising the step of: 

providing programming infoimation to the programmable controller. 

9. A programmable display controll it for controlling a display device based on event 
information indicative of a current oie of a set of predefined states of a communication 
system, comprising: 

a programmable controller responsive to programming information defining a 
selected display state associated wip each of the states of the communication system, the 
programmable controller being oparative to generate a control signal indicative of a 
current display state based on the qurrent state of the communication system and said 
progranmiing information; 

10. The system of claim 1, wherefcn the programmable controller further comprises: 

at least one register for storing programming information; 
at least one port for recewing event information; 



a processor operative to/generate a signal in response to the event information and 
the settings stored in the register; 
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